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Small-screen icon
Cindy Williams to present one-woman show with FTC
By Michael Bergeron

A

Hollywood path usually begins with a
popular television
show and parlays
success into a movie career.
For Cindy Williams, it was the
other way around.
“That’s the kind of Texas gal
I am,” Williams, who spent 10
years growing up in Dallas,
said in a phone interview.
Williams has turned her life
experience into the one-woman show, “Me, Myself &
Shirley” coming to the Steve
W. Shepherd Theater in
Fredericksburg for three shows
Friday through Sunday, Sept.
2-4.
Williams got her first role
in the Roger Corman-directed
“Gas-s-s-s” in 1970, a film filled
with young performers who
were just starting their careers
— Talia Shire, Bud Cort and
Ben Vereen, among others.
“I don’t see them a lot, I’m
sad to say, but I visit them
often in my mind and heart,”
said Williams. “Roger had a
knack for being able to pick
out diamonds in the rough, like
Jack Nicholson. If you were in a
Corman film, you would go on
to do something amazing.”
Nicholson directed Williams
in her next film, “Drive, He
Said.” That was followed by
“Travels With My Aunt” with
Williams in the role of a free
spirit who liberates stuffy
English banker Alec McCowen
when they meet on the Orient
Express.
“‘Mr. Cukor, sir,’ that’s how
I referred to him always,”
Williams said about the film’s
director George Cukor. “He
directed scenes. He didn’t just
direct cuts or shots. He did
the whole enchilada plate; he
would hate me saying that.”
“I went in to audition at the

last minute. When I was sitting
in the inner office waiting to
go in, I was flipping through
a movie magazine, and the
actress ahead of me came barreling out of the office, looked
at me and burst into tears and
ran out. I dropped the magazine, picked my script up and
hastily started going over lines
before I was called,” Williams
said.
Next, Williams was cast
in cult director Curtis
Harrington’s moody serial killer drama, “The Killing Kind,”
with Ann Sothern and John
Savage.
“I talk about this in the show.
At the end, they dump me in
the garage heap. I asked Curtis,
‘Do you want me to die with my
eyes open or my eyes closed?’”
A rat that crawls over
Williams in the scene was the
same rodent that starred in the
1972 horror flick, “Ben.”
Williams’ next two films
are to this day enduring classics, both nominated for Best
Picture, “American Graffiti”
and “The Conversation.”
Williams was nominated as
Best Supporting Actress by
BAFTA (British Academy of
Film and Television Arts) for
the former film.
During “Graffiti,” cast member Harrison Ford borrowed
Cindy’s car telling her he
was going to do laundry. He
came back three days later.
When she asked him where
he’d been, he replied that he
went to see the new film, “The
Godfather,” which was directed
by “Graffiti” producer Francis
Coppola.
“Is it that long?” Williams
recalls asking.
Ron Howard and Cindy
Williams play high school
sweethearts in the George
Lucas
film.
“American
Graffiti” was originally going

to be dumped by Universal but
turned out to be the first influential blockbuster that Lucas
shepherded.
Howard and Williams would
play opposite each other more
than once. After “American
Graffiti” (and its subsequent
sequel, “More American
Graffiti”) came the television movie, “The Migrants”
(co-written by Tennessee
Williams and Lanford Wilson).
Williams and Howard also
appeared in the same episode
of the syndicated faith-based
anthology series, “Insight.”
“Ron plays a baby in Heaven
about to be born and I played
his mother on Earth, who’s very
ill,” says Williams.
After a guest role on an episode of “Happy Days,” which
starred Howard, the characters Laverne DeFazio (Penny
Marshall) and Shirley Feeney
(Williams) were spun-off for
the show, “Laverne & Shirley,”
which dominated ratings upon
launching in January 1976,
running for eight seasons.
How Marshall and Williams
actually met is the first story
Williams tells in “Me, Myself
& Shirley.”
“It’s a wonderful story that
involves Liza Minnelli and
Little Richard, Penny and me,”
Williams said.
“I’ve been asked if I’m sorry to
be synonymous with Shirley,”
said Williams. “Heck no, that’s
my biggest blessing, and the
best time of my life. I made
people laugh.”

“Me, Myself & Shirley” at the
Steve W. Shepherd Theater in
Fredericksburg.
Friday, Sept. 2 and Saturday,
Sept. 3 at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday,
Sept. 4 at 2 p.m.
Tickets $29 and $12.
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